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SUMMARY

Sweden has begun a state inquiry into "religious radicalisation with a focus on political Islam", and its

terms of reference discuss the Muslim Brotherhood by name. The Government decided the terms of

reference (Dir. 2026:53) on 16 June 2026 and announced the inquiry on 30 June (Kommittédirektiv 2026,

1; Government Offices of Sweden 2026a). It is registered as inquiry A 2026:01 under the Ministry of

Employment. Magnus Ranstorp has served as special investigator since 1 September 2026, and a panel

of nine experts and three specialists was appointed with effect from 20 October 2026; the final report is

due by 30 November 2027 (Sveriges riksdag 2026a). The inquiry follows a separate inquiry into "parallel

social structures", appointed on 3 July 2025, whose final report (SOU 2026:53) was submitted in August

2026 and announced on 2 September (SOU 2026:53; Government Offices of Sweden 2026b). This study

sets out what the inquiry has been asked to do, what it is not, and what Ardent should track.

A R D E N T · K E Y F I N D I N G S

Sweden Opens the File: The State Inquiry into Political Islam
and the Muslim Brotherhood Question

01 An inquiry, not a designation: it has no power to ban or list any organisation.

02 The Brotherhood is named in the terms of reference and described as
“heterogeneous and decentralised”.

03 The directive cites the UK's 2014–15 Muslim Brotherhood Review, Austria's
documentation centre on political Islam and France's May 2025 report.

04 The panel is in place, with nine experts and three specialists from 20 October
2026.
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KEY FINDINGS

An inquiry, not a designation. The remit is to map religious radicalisation with a focus on political

Islam, analyse its consequences for institutions and democracy "including infiltration and undue or

improper influence", and propose preventive measures (Government Offices of Sweden 2026a). It

has no power to ban or list any organisation.

The Brotherhood is named in the terms of reference. The directive describes the Muslim

Brotherhood as a Sunni religious and political movement founded in Egypt in 1928 that seeks a

long-term transformation of society with sharia as the basis of law, and as "heterogeneous and

decentralised" (Kommittédirektiv 2026, 8–9). It notes that "several reports describe links between

the Muslim Brotherhood internationally and Sweden" (Kommittédirektiv 2026, 9).

It draws explicitly on European precedents. The directive cites the United Kingdom's 2014–15

Muslim Brotherhood Review, Austria's documentation centre on political Islam and France's May

2025 report, noting that the French report mentioned ramifications in other European countries

including Sweden (Kommittédirektiv 2026, 9).

The panel is now in place. The Riksdag's committee record, last amended on 22 October 2026,

lists the special investigator, a principal secretary from 1 September, a secretary from 14

September, and nine experts and three specialists from 20 October 2026 (Sveriges riksdag

2026a).

A companion inquiry has reported. The Inquiry on parallel social structures, conducted by

Mathias Wahlsten, found structures "characterised by collectivist and patriarchal norms and power

structures" and, in some cases, "systematic infiltration of public activities" by family-based

criminal networks (Government Offices of Sweden 2026b). The government's release does not

mention the Muslim Brotherhood or political Islam.

Political framing is sharp. The 30 June release is a joint statement by the Government and the

parties supporting it, and it includes statements from the Moderate Party and the Christian

Democrats. Richard Jomshof, a Sweden Democrats member of the Riksdag, spoke of Islamists

establishing "parallel structures" and of "how Islamist networks are trying to infiltrate Swedish

society" (Government Offices of Sweden 2026a). These are party statements, not findings.

ANALYSIS

What is new

The Government's announcement of the parallel social structures inquiry did not name the Brotherhood

(Government Offices of Sweden 2025; Ministry of Diaspora Affairs 2026). That inquiry was decided on 3

July 2025 (Dir. 2025:68); the English announcement dated 19 November 2025 is the one the Israeli report

cites, which explains why that report dates it to November (SOU 2026:53; Government Offices of

Sweden 2025). Dir. 2026:53 goes further: political Islam, and the Brotherhood specifically, are now the

subject of a government-commissioned knowledge base. With the expert panel appointed from 20

October 2026, the inquiry now has its full advisory panel.
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Scope and limits

The directive is framed through integration and social exclusion, and it was issued from the Ministry of

Employment, not the Ministry of Justice. Its outputs are knowledge and preventive proposals, with a

particular focus on children and young people (Kommittédirektiv 2026, 1, 15, 18–19). This resembles the

British review of 2014–15 more than the US designation route: whatever it concludes, any legal

consequence would need separate legislation or administrative action. The directive itself stresses that

the movement varies "between countries, periods and ideological currents" (Kommittédirektiv 2026, 9),

which will make any finding about Swedish organisations evidentially demanding.

Contested claims already in circulation

Outside material will press on the inquiry. In August 2026 Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs published a

report on the Muslim Brotherhood in Sweden. It alleges that three Swedish umbrella bodies, Förenade

Islamiska Föreningar i Sverige (FIFS), Islamiska förbundet i Sverige (IFiS) and Sveriges muslimska råd

(SMR), present themselves as mainstream representatives while advancing Brotherhood ideology

(Ministry of Diaspora Affairs 2026). The Swedish Defence Research Agency uses the variant name

Förenade islamiska församlingar i Sverige for FIFS (FOI 2018). The same report notes that IFiS denies any

organisational connection to the Brotherhood. These are allegations by a foreign government ministry;

the research team has not tested them, has not sought responses from the organisations, and has found

no Swedish official finding to the same effect.

A funding decision shows how cautiously Swedish authorities have acted. In December 2025 the

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) declined Islamic Relief Sweden's

applications for new partnership funding after an opinion from the Centre for Preventing Violent

Extremism, citing a precautionary principle; Sida said nothing indicated that the organisation's activities

or board were anti-democratic or violent (Expressen 2026; Islamic Relief Sverige 2026). Islamic Relief

Sweden said the decision rested on information it considers incorrect and disputes the Centre's

assessment (Islamic Relief Sverige 2026). The Israeli report describes Islamic Relief as a Brotherhood

organisation; that is its characterisation alone (Ministry of Diaspora Affairs 2026).

A constitutional complaint to the Riksdag, KU-anmälan 2025/26:52, alleges that Magnus Ranstorp, then a

member of Sida's board, corresponded with the minister for international development cooperation about

Islamic Relief before the decision (Sveriges riksdag 2026b). This is an allegation in a complaint, not a

finding. It matters because Ranstorp now leads the inquiry.

EVIDENCE TRAIL

Date Event Source Status

3 Jul 2025
Parallel social structures inquiry appointed

(Dir. 2025:68)
SOU 2026:53 Primary

19 Nov 2025 English announcement of that inquiry
Government Offices of Sweden

2025
Primary

Dec 2025
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Date Event Source Status

Sida tells Islamic Relief Sweden its

applications are declined

Expressen 2026; Islamic Relief

Sverige 2026

Press + organisation

release

20 Jan 2026 Expressen reports the decision Expressen 2026 Press

2025/26

session
KU-anmälan 2025/26:52 lodged Sveriges riksdag 2026b Primary (complaint)

16 Jun 2026
Dir. 2026:53 decided at Government

meeting
Kommittédirektiv 2026 Primary

30 Jun 2026 Inquiry announced (joint release)
Government Offices of Sweden

2026a
Primary

Aug 2026 SOU 2026:53 submitted SOU 2026:53 Primary

Aug 2026
Israeli ministry report on Brotherhood in

Sweden
Ministry of Diaspora Affairs 2026

Foreign government;

allegations

1 Sep 2026 Ranstorp starts as special investigator Sveriges riksdag 2026a Primary

2 Sep 2026 SOU 2026:53 announced
Government Offices of Sweden

2026b
Primary

20 Oct 2026 Experts and specialists appointed Sveriges riksdag 2026a Primary

22 Oct 2026 Committee record last amended Sveriges riksdag 2026a Primary

30 Nov 2027 Final report due Kommittédirektiv 2026 To watch

To track: interim outputs or hearings; the Committee on the Constitution's handling of KU-anmälan

2025/26:52; the government's response to SOU 2026:53 (English summary at pp. 35–49); any Swedish

Security Service reference to the Brotherhood in its next annual assessment.
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